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ABOUT THE MINNEAPOLIS HEART INSTITUTE FOUNDATION®

The Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation (MHIF) strives to create a world without heart and vascular disease. 
To achieve this bold vision, it is dedicated to improving the cardiovascular health of individuals and communities 
through innovative research and education.

•  Scientific Innovation and Research – MHIF is a recognized research leader in the broadest range of 
cardiovascular medicine and population health initiatives. Each year MHIF leads more than 175 active research 
projects and publishes more than 175 peer-reviewed articles and abstracts. Cardiologists, hospitals and 
communities around the world adopt MHIF protocols, improving care and saving lives.

•  Education and Outreach – MHIF provides more than 10,000 hours of education each year to healthcare 
professionals. And, MHIF leads cutting-edge, transformative population health research to connect, engage, 
inform and empower individuals and communities to improve their health.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation®  
Research and Education Activities in 2016

219 
Institutional 
Review Board (IRB) 
approved studies

115 
 industry- 
 sponsored   
 clinical trials

104 
  physician-initiated 

studies

2000+ 
patients enrolled in studies

125+ 
  manuscripts published 

about MHIF research

50+ 
poster and oral 
presentations at 
national conferences

13 interns completed
 the 2016 MHIF 
Internship Program,  
bringing the alumni total  
to 171 since 2002

Cover photo: NASA astronauts and identical twins, 
retired Navy Captains Mark and Scott Kelly (and 
the only twins ever to go into space), launching 
the Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® Valve 
Science Center at the 2016 Annual Heartbeat Gala.
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Message from the CEO and CMO

There is much to celebrate in 2016, including life-changing stories, thanks to  
all of you – our donors, research participants, physician partners, industry 
partners, volunteers, friends and colleagues! Throughout this report are stories  
of inspiration and progress at the Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation®  
(MHIF) through our strong and symbiotic partnership with the physicians at  
the Minneapolis Heart Institute®.

We are proud of our launch of the MHIF Valve Science Center and what it means 
for patients and their families to receive care and treatment options from some 
of the best in valvular medicine in the country, made possible because of the 
research done through the Foundation. This is a model of what we strive to do 
through our commitment to research and education. We have plans to leverage 
this model across other areas of expertise as we pursue innovation and identify 
best-in-class care for patients.

We honor the work of our physician and research partners on important clinical 
studies in 2016 that advanced patient care and outcomes. MHIF pursued 219 clinical 
trials, including 104 investigator-initiated studies, which are inspired, designed 
and led by physicians to answer important clinical questions that come up as 
they care for patients every day. The ability to support this research is what has 
led to protocols that define the best care pathway for patients. 

We are grateful for our generous donors who help raise awareness and funding 
that make the work of MHIF possible. We share with you the story of the Riebe 
family who lost a loving husband and father to a genetic heart condition. This 
young family perseveres with a commitment to raising awareness of genetic 
heart conditions and funding research that benefits others.

We highlight milestones in our population health program – Hearts Beat Back®: 
The Heart of New Ulm Project, which was featured in a documentary showing 
the real impact when a community focuses on healthy living. We also share the 
impact of our unique research internship program on the experience and career 
of one of our own interns.

As we feature milestones, we hope our strong commitment to both research AND 
education is clear. Research drives advances in care and outcomes for patients and 
education ensures the findings have more than a local impact – reaching national 
and global exposure. In 2016, MHIF research was featured in more than 125 
manuscripts and 50 poster and oral presentations at national conferences.

Thank you for all you do to support MHIF. Together, we continue our pursuit  
of a world without heart and vascular disease.

Kristine Fortman, PhD
Chief Executive Officer

Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation

Kristine Fortman, PhD

Scott Sharkey, MD

Scott Sharkey, MD, FACC
President and Chief Medical Officer

Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation
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Valvular Heart Disease  –  A Public Health Crisis

Valvular heart disease (VHD) is characterized by damage or a defect in one of the four 
valves in the heart. VHD is often associated with aging and many patients undergo 
“watchful waiting.” Unfortunately, as VHD progresses many patients become too sick 
for a traditional interventional procedure to either repair or replace the affected valve. 
In the United States alone, there are 3.2 million people affected, and 5.6 million 
people will be affected by 2030.

Minneapolis Heart Institute  
Foundation® (MHIF) Response
MHIF, in partnership with the Minneapolis Heart 
Institute® at Abbott Northwestern Hospital, is a leader 
in understanding valve disease, innovating therapies 
and identifying best-in-class care model solutions. 

In 2016, MHIF formally established its Valve Science 
Center, with a mission to eliminate the morbidity 
and mortality of VHD. The launch of the Center was 
officially celebrated at the annual MHIF Heartbeat 
Gala in October 2016.

The Center is a leading institution in the latest 
treatment approaches, including transcatheter 
procedures, as well as mitral valve replacement  
and repair options. MHIF actively participates in 
major clinical trials and conducts investigator-initiated 
research studies focused on understanding the 
disease and applying new treatment, diagnosis or 
monitoring methods.

The Center is fully supported by funding from  
MHIF and focuses on translating research findings 
about VHD, implementing what is learned into 
routine clinical practice and widely sharing the 
information nationally and globally. MHIF’s valve 
team has authored hundreds of papers and presents 
frequently at conferences such as American Heart 
Association and Transcatheter Cardiovascular 
Therapeutics. MHIF published seven abstracts and 
gave six podium presentations about valve research, 
including two physicians participating as panelists or 
co-chairs of the sessions at the 2016 ACC meeting. 

“ THE SURVIVAL OF THIS DISEASE IS WORSE 

THAN MOST CANCER, THOUGH THERE ARE 

THERAPIES AVAILABLE TODAY THAT CAN 

BE LIFE-SAVING. I’M PROUD TO LEAD A 

VALVE SCIENCE CENTER THAT IS DEDICATED 

TO PURSUING A COMPREHENSIVE 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE BARRIERS TO CARE 

AND WORKING TO RAISE AWARENESS OF 

THE DISEASE AND AVAILABLE TREATMENTS.” 
 
Paul Sorajja, MD, Director of the  
Valve Science Center at MHIF
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The Van Tassel Society

For Robert Van Tassel, MD, the mission of the 
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® (MHIF)  
has been a personal commitment since the  
early days of his career. Dr. Van Tassel is one of 
the founders of the Minneapolis Heart Institute®  
at Abbott Northwestern Hospital. The following 
year, with a small group of fellow cardiologists, 
other physicians and community members, 
MHIF was created as a nonprofit to support 
cardiovascular research and education.

In 2016, Dr. Van Tassel and his wife Betty 
committed to provide a $1 million estate gift and 
continue to support MHIF in many ways. MHIF 
recently renamed its Legacy Society, the “Van 
Tassel Society” in honor of the Van Tassel family’s 
leadership and long-term support.

“Estate gifts and legacy donors are critical to 
organizations like MHIF because they provide 
stability and sustainability into the future,” said 
Nancy Meyer Wilson, Director of Advancement at 
MHIF. “We are grateful for the Van Tassel family, 
along with the other legacy donors, who ensure 
MHIF research and education will continue to 
benefit future generations.”

Charitable giving through legacy gifts provides 
funding to drive breakthroughs in cardiovascular 
disease research and improve care and outcomes 
for future patients. Looking at the impact of MHIF 
in its 35-year history, there continues to be great 
potential for MHIF research and education to help 
many more patients and families for years to come. 

The Van Tassel Society celebrates the generous 
individuals who have created a lasting legacy 
designated to help achieve the MHIF vision 
by including the Foundation in their estate or 
financial plans. 

Whether it is through a bequest, a beneficiary 
designation for a retirement plan or life insurance 
policy, a charitable gift annuity or other form of 
planned gift, members of the Van Tassel Society 
provide vital support for MHIF’s mission while 
potentially enjoying enhanced financial or tax 
benefits for themselves and their loved ones. 

For more information about legacy giving  
and how to make an impact with a  
charitable gift for MHIF, please visit  
mplsheart.org/planned-giving

“ I HAVE BEEN VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE 

OBSERVED FIRST-HAND THE SIGNIFICANT 

CONTRIBUTIONS THE RESEARCHERS 

AND CLINICAL STAFF OF MHIF HAVE 

MADE TO THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF 

CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE OVER THE 

LAST THIRTY-FIVE YEARS. BETTY AND I 

ARE COMMITTED TO THE LONG-TERM 

CONTINUATION AND SUCCESS OF THIS 

WONDERFUL PROGRAM.”  
 
Dr. Robert Van Tassel

5



2016 MILESTONES

JAN FEB MAR

MARCH
Data show cardiovascular disease 
risk factors remained stable 
in a state where obesity was 
increasing, reinforcing the benefits 
of a community’s efforts to address 
healthy lifestyles. Results for the 
first five years of the Hearts Beat 
Back®: Heart of New Ulm Project 
were published in the American Heart 
Journal. (Am Heart J 2016;175:66-76)

JANUARY
Committed to ensuring that women with heart disease 
have the same options available to them as men, MHIF 
performed a clinical trial procedure with the second-
generation Tendyne Bioprosthetic Mitral Valve (Abbott) 
designed for smaller hearts. In 2015, MHIF was the first 
in the U.S. to use the original design of this device. 
When Abbott modified its design to make it more viable 
for patients with smaller hearts (typically women), 
MHIF was the first to offer the treatment option to a 
patient who would not have been eligible for the first 
generation of the technology.

JANUARY
MHIF was selected as the only 
center in the four-state area to 
participate in the ROADSTER 2 
study. The study will evaluate 
a new Transcarotid Artery 
Revascularization (TCAR) 
procedure that utilizes the 
ENROUTE® Transcarotid 
Neuroprotection and Stent 
System from Silk Road Medical, 
providing patients a potentially 
safer method of carotid stenting. 
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APRIL
FDA approved the first leadless 
pacemaker (Micra® from Medtronic); 
MHIF participated in the critical 
research trials leading up to the 
approval of this novel device.

APRIL
As part of its commitment to 
improving women’s heart health, 
MHIF hosted the 2016 Howard 
B. Burchell Memorial Lecture 
focused on the emergence of 
nonobstructive coronary artery 
disease in women, with guest 
speaker Dr. Carl Pepine from 
the University of Florida. The 
following day, a women’s heart 
health event was held featuring  
Dr. Pepine with educational  
messages for the general public.

MAY
MHIF became the top-enrolling site  
in the world for a unique study with 
the SensiVest, made by Sensible 
Medical for patients with congestive 
heart failure (CHF). SensiVest is  
worn by CHF patients once a day, for  
90 seconds, to measure the amount 
of fluid in their lungs. The results 
are sent to a physician via a secure 
web portal, allowing them to take 
proactive measures, such as changing 
medications or dosages, before the 
patient requires hospitalization. The 
annual cost for CHF treatment in the 
U.S. is $30 billion, with half of that 
attributed to hospitalization.

MAY
With a passion for education and sharing data and insights, 
MHIF researchers made 21 presentations (including 
posters) at the American College of Cardiology (ACC) 
annual meeting in 2016. For the full year 2016, MHIF 
published 125+ manuscripts and made 50+ poster and  
oral presentations at national conferences.

APR MAY JUN
Dr. Pepine
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2016 MILESTONES

AUGUST
The 2016 internships concluded with a presentation 
of posters from all interns featuring the research 
they supported during the program. Through 2016 
there have been 171 alumni of the MHIF Internship 
Program. Forty-two percent of them have gone on to 
be physicians, 15 percent to other health professions, 
24 percent are in medical school and 15 percent are 
currently pre-med students. In the last five years, 
MHIF interns have contributed to 50 presentations/
posters at national scientific sessions and  
43 publications in peer-reviewed journals.

JULY
There are 1 billion people worldwide with hypertension, and 
that number is expected to rise to 1.5 billion in a few years. 
MHIF was the first center in the midwest to work on a study 
for an investigational device from ReCor Medical that focuses 
on the nerves around the renal (kidney) arteries, which may be 
overactive in patients with hypertension. The RADIANCE-HTN 
clinical study involves a minimally invasive procedure that places 
a small, flexible catheter into the renal arteries leading to the 
kidneys, then delivers ultrasound energy to the tissues around the 
renal arteries to decrease over-activity of the nerves. The goal is 
to investigate whether the treatment can lead to improved blood 
pressure control in patients who have not been able to control 
blood pressure through medications.

JUL AUG SEPT

JULY
MHIF hosted a Women’s 
Event focused on raising 
awareness of women’s 
heart health and featured 
bestselling author, 
Cheryl Strayed. This is an 
annual initiative to raise 
awareness and funds for 
research and education 
focused on heart health for 
women. mplsheart.org/
womens-event
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JUL AUG SEPT
NOVEMBER
MHIF became the first in the 
world to leverage the new 
Tendyne device (Abbott) for 
mitral annular calcification 
(MAC), a common degenerative 
process involving the mitral 
valve that is associated with 
aging and may affect healthy 
blood flow in the heart.

NOVEMBER
MHIF’s commitment to sharing learnings from research 
with the medical community includes when a study 
fails to show benefits. MHIF led a single-center study 
sponsored by the National Institutes of Health (NHLBI) 
utilizing FDA guidelines for Exception from Informed 
Consent. The data failed to show an early benefit of 
postconditioning with the application of brief periods of 
ischemia during the initial phase of reperfusion, but was 
as safe as the traditional method of angioplasty, which is 
currently used to treat patients with a heart attack. This 
study was designed to further investigate findings from 
a previously published small, nonrandomized study that 
demonstrated patients who underwent postconditioning 
had improved LV function. Forthcoming analysis of 
3-month and 1-year MRIs will reveal if a late benefit of 
postconditioning occurs.

OCT NOV DEC

OCTOBER
A documentary titled, “The Story 
of New Ulm, A Population Health 
Transformation,” was released 
that highlights encouraging results 
from the Hearts Beat Back®: Heart 
of New Ulm Project. This is MHIF’s 
10-year population health study 
aimed at reducing heart disease in 
an entire community.  
mhifpopulationhealth.org

OCTOBER
2016 Annual MHIF Heartbeat 
Gala event celebrated 
the launch of the MHIF 
Valve Science Center with 
renowned NASA astronauts, 
Mark and Scott Kelly.
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The Riebe family knows firsthand the importance 
of research to better understand and treat heart 
and vascular disease. Greg Riebe was playing in 
a pond hockey tournament in January 2015 when 
he experienced sudden cardiac arrest and passed 
away at the age of 46 – he had no prior symptoms 
of heart disease. Greg was a loving husband and 
father of two young children. His family is carrying 
forward his passion for life in their efforts to raise 
awareness and funding for research that can give 
hope to others with cardiovascular disease.

After his death, the Riebe family learned that 
Greg had a condition called Arrhythmogenic Right 
Ventricular Dysplasia (ARVD), a genetic heart 
condition in which the muscle of the right ventricle  
is replaced by fat and fibrosis, causing abnormal  
heart rhythms. ARVD is estimated to affect one 
in 5,000 people, accounting for up to one fifth of 
sudden cardiac death in people under 35 years  
of age. Patients don’t typically know they have ARVD 
until they have a cardiovascular event; however, if a 
family history is known, appropriate monitoring and 
treatment can make it a treatable condition. Now that 
the Riebe family knows Greg’s diagnosis, his children 
are being monitored for symptoms, so that should 
they develop the disease they can be treated, giving 
them hope of living long, healthy lives.

In October 2016, the Riebe Family hosted the first 
annual 5K walk/run to raise awareness and funding 
for research into genetic arrhythmia conditions, 
including ARVD. A greater understanding of the 

diagnosis and treatment for this condition will help 
others like Greg. MHIF is grateful for the efforts of 
the Riebe family for not only raising much needed 
funding for cardiovascular research, but also 
for efforts to raise awareness of ARVD and the 
importance of knowing your cardiovascular family 
history. It is with this type of support that MHIF 
can continue to pursue its vision of a world without 
heart and vascular disease. 

“ IT MEANS SO MUCH TO BE ABLE 

TO HONOR GREG THROUGH THIS 

MEANINGFUL EVENT.” — Kate Riebe

The Riebe Family: Carrying Forward  
a Passion for Research
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As a junior at Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri, Lena Trager had never even stepped foot 
in Minnesota. However, when the New York native 
started searching for summer internships, she 
knew she’d found what she was looking for at the 
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® (MHIF).

“I had an interest in cardiology and had prior 
shadowing experiences in cardiac surgery, and I 
found that so many summer internships out there 
are very broad in scope and not clinically based,” 
explained Trager. “There are really only a handful 
of focused clinical research internship programs 
like MHIF’s.”

MHIF offers one of the most robust and unique 
research internship opportunities available to 
undergraduate pre-med students and those 
studying in other healthcare disciplines. Working 
with physician and research staff mentors, 
interns contribute to clinical research studies and 
publications that impact patient care. MHIF supports 
the intern program as part of its commitment to 
education and exposes students – those who have 
the potential to be future leaders in healthcare 
– early in their career to the critical role research 
opportunities play in providing optimal care. 

Trager “fell in love” with MHIF’s 12-week program, 
in which interns spend time shadowing, observing 
and on field trips. She worked on research involving 
the perioperative use of novel oral anti-coagulants 
for patients who were undergoing procedures to 
implant a cardiac rhythm management device, 
such as a pacemaker. She worked under the 
expert guidance of MHIF researchers and cardiac 
electrophysiologists Drs. Jay Sengupta and JoEllyn 
Moore, and nurse practitioner Tamara Langeberg. 
Her team submitted an abstract that was selected 
to present at the 2016 American College of 
Cardiology (ACC) Scientific Sessions. 

“It was an amazing  
experience to attend the  
conference and network with  
cardiologists, fellows, residents  
and other students,” said Trager.  
                                                                                                      
“It was so exciting to learn about unique research 
projects and clinical trial results, and hear from 
dedicated experts in the field of cardiology.” 

Trager graduated in May 2016 with a degree in 
Classics, and was selected to return as the lead 
intern for the 2016 program. In her second year, 
she researched atrial fibrillation ablation procedures 
in heart failure patients and had the opportunity to 
present at the Heart Rhythm Society conference  
held in May 2017 in Chicago. 

“The opportunity to attend these conferences and 
present at an early stage in your career is really a 
testament to the strength of the research internship 
program,” said Trager. “I’m grateful to have worked 
with physician mentors, Drs. Sengupta and Moore, 
who were extremely generous in providing enriching 
research experiences. Being an intern at MHIF was 
the best pre-med opportunity I had, and I am so 
thankful for MHIF’s commitment to this program.”

Lena Trager: From College Intern to Employee  
MHIF experiences instill a passion for research

ABOUT THE MHIF INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Since its inception in 2002, 171 students have completed 

the program, typically 13 students per year. Each 

intern is assigned a clinical research project under the 

mentorship of a physician and the corresponding clinical 

research professional. Interns are engaged in clinical 

research with tasks such as data collection, database 

building and organizing, patient follow-up calls, imaging 

studies and manuscript and abstract writing. In a typical 

year, interns contribute to 10+ research presentations at 

national scientific meetings and 10+ publications  

in peer-reviewed journals. To learn more visit  

mplsheart.org/internship.
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Honor and Memorial Gifts

Mr. Claude Anderson 

 Ms. Cheryl Bjorklund
Mr. Lowell Anderson 

 Mrs. Annette Anderson
 Ms. Sheryl Bloemke
 Cobden Roughneck Riders ATV Club
 Ms. Nicole Kamm
 Outlaws Bar & Grill
Ardyce Bahadursingh 

 Ms. Margaret Sorenson
Mr. Jason Bass 

 Mr. Mark and Ms. Patricia Bass
Mr. Richard Becker 

 Ms. Georgiana Ashlin
Mr. Ercil Beckman 

 Mrs. Karen Newstrom
Mr. Lloyd Benson 

 Ms. Suzanne Benson
Ms. Diane Berg  

 Mr. Roy and Ms. Kathryn Hertenstein
Mr. Robert Boesch 

 Mr. Craig Boesch
Mr. Martin Burke 

 Dr. Mark and Ms. Heather Stesin
 Ms. Evelyn Weiss

Mr. Walter L. Bush Jr.

 Calgary Flames
 Mr. George and Mrs. Sharon Carisch
 Mr. Richard Giertsen
 Hansen Family Foundation
 Ms. Ann Heuer
 Mrs. Meredith Howell
 Mr. Joseph Langer
 Mrs. Sandra and Mr. John Larson
 Lawrence Merchandising
 Mrs. Mari and Mr. Thomas Lowe, Sr.
 Mr. Richard and Mrs. Marlys Lynch
 Mr. Dennis and Ms. Patricia May
 Mr. Phil McLauglin
 Mr. Robert Moore
 Mr. Miller Myers
 Mrs. Harriet Norgren
 Mrs. Irene and Mr. David Regan
 Mr. William and Mrs. Marilyn Ryerse
 Sharks Foundation
 Mr. Lee and Mrs. Louise Sundet
 M. A. and J. L. Vaughan
 Mr. Thomas Warner
 Mrs. Page and Mr. Lyman Webb

Mr. Charles T. Campbell Jr.

 Ms. Donna Bullock
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. P. Hinderks
 Ms. Donna and Mr. Donald Lane
 Mrs. Alice and Mr. Wallace Lureen
 Ms. Doris Nelson
 Mr. Gregory Sebald
Mr. John Chromey Sr.

 Ms. Ericka Kimball
Ms. Dorothy Dahle 

 Mr. Frank and Mrs. Marcia Ahmann
 Mr. Joseph and Ms. Sarah Bazey
 Ms. Beverly and Mr. Daryl Benham
 Ms. Marie Cooper
 Mr. Jeff and Ms. Victoria Daley
 Ms. Bernice Digre
 Leslie Genova
 Mr. Sandra Gredzens
 Ms. Norma Hirth
 Mr. Patrick Lewis
 Mrs. Helen Marlin
 Ms. Jodi and Mr. Mark Miller
 Ms. Carrie and Mr. Chad Murphy
 Mr. Dennis and Ms. Pamela Schulstad
 

We are grateful to those who made gifts in honor of family, friends, physicians and caregivers. 
The bolded names are of the honorees.

Mrs. Wendy F. Bennett

 Ms. Shelli Chase
Dr. Barry M. Cabuay

 Ms. Bonnie Hewitt
 Mr. Duane Kuss
Mr. Craig Evanich

 Ms. Rebecca Thompson and Family
Ms. Kristine Fortman, PhD

 The Prouty Project
 Mr. Lou Sherfesee, PhD
Dr. Elizabeth Z. Grey

 Mr. Jack Lewis
Mr. Thomas J. Gunderson

 Ms. Jennifer Bell
 Mr. Daniel Gajewski
 Ms. Parice Halbert
 Mr. Gregory Johnson
 Mr. Roger Johnson
 Ms. Ann McCague
 Mr. Gene Munster

 Mr. Christopher Orthey
 Piper Jaffray Companies
 Mr. Hank Plain
 Mr. Neil and Ms. Stephanie Riley
 Ms. Neely Tamminga
 Ms. Kathleen Tune
Mr. William N. Kelly

 Mr. David Thompson
Mr. Richard Kos

 Ms. Jennifer Kos
Dr. Vibhu R. Kshettry

 Mr. William Kelly
Mr. Les Linster

 Ms. Janice Linster
Dr. Mike R. Mooney

 Mr. Duane Kuss
Ms. Ruth Nelson

 Mr. Robert and Ms. Janice Nelson 
 Ms. Shirley and Mr. Terry Ochsner

Ms. Tad Oberuc

  Ms. Jenny Floria and  
   Mr. Wayne Horsman

Ms. Kara Olson

 Mrs. Susan and Mr. Bruce Olson
Dr. Wesley R. Pedersen

 Mrs. Nivin MacMillan
Mr. Timothy Putick

 Mrs. Susan and Mr. Bruce Olson
Mr. Barry Rubin

 Mr. Jerry Fudenberg
Mr. Timothy L. Sawyer

 Ms. Judith Delaittre
 Mrs. Sally Sawyer
Dr. Robert A. Van Tassel

 Mr. Timothy C. Sullivan 
Mr. Girma Wolde-Michael

 Mr. William and Ms. Patricia Kelly

We are grateful to those who made gifts in memory of loved ones. Names in bold are those of the deceased.
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 Mr. Donald and Ms. Kathy Shellum
  Dr. Rebecca Thoman and  

   Dr. T. Michael Tedford
  Mr. Kent Tonsfeldt and  

   Ms. Elaine Hall-Tonsfeldt
 Ms. Roxanne Tuomi
 Ms. Pam and Mr. Duane Wachholz
Mr. Bruce B. Dayton 

 Mrs. Ruth Stricker Dayton
Mr. Richard Draves 

 Ms. Linda Draves
 Ms. Eileen Poul
Ms. Eleanor Engebretson 

 Mr. John and Mrs. Virginia Schoen
Ms. Margie Fischer 

 Mr. Richard Fischer
Mr. James H. Gaffney 

 Ms. Roberta Ewing Saunders
 Ms. Marilyn Maloney
 Mrs. Sallie and Mr. John March
Mr. Ryan Giguere 

 Mr. Mitchell and Ms. Terri Berger
 Ms. Shannon Coyne
 Mr. Don and Ms. Suzanne Dilla
 Mr. Thomas and Ms. Sue Giguere
 Richlon and Shawn Gilson
 Ms. Denise Hall
 Mr. Daniel and Ms. Mary Kehoe
 Ms. Darlene Keller
 Kool Tyme, Inc.
 Ms. Meghan Oestreich
 Ms. Jennifer and Mr. Eric Prestrud
 Mr. Jeffrey Schuetz
 Mr. Rodger and Ms. Karin Skare
 Mr. Michael and Ms. Kathleen Weise
 Ms. Cynthia and Mr. Ronald Wolff
  Mr. Matthew and  

   Ms. Susan Woodcock
 Ms. Tia Yoder and Mr. Daniel Iwerks
Ms. Jean Hansen 

 Mr. Byron and Mrs. Charlene Ellingson
Mr. Willis C. Harris 

 Dr. Timothy Sielaff and Ms. Paula Sell
Mr. Maurice Hayes 

 Ms. Marion Hayes
Mr. Grant Hendricks 

 Mrs. Thelma Hendricks
Mr. Robert A. Hewitt 

 Ms. Bonnie Hewitt
Ms. Mary Lou Himmelman 

 Mr. John and Mrs. Virginia Schoen

Ms. Audrey Holter 

 Mr. Clarence Holter
Ms. Florence Jennings 

 Mrs. LaNae and Mr. James Elliott
Mr. Curtis A. Kelm 

 Mrs. Geraline Kelm
Mr. Ruben H. Kruschke 

 Ms. Cheryl Hohenstein
 Mr. Douglas Krant
 Ms. Nancy Krant and Mr. John Oliva
 Ms. Susan and Mr. Jeffrey Lambert
 Ms. Diane and Mr. Thomas Rifkin
 Ms. Sheila and Mr. Steven Scarrella
 Ms. Elizabeth and Dr. W. F. Schwarze
 Ms. Julie and Mr. Mark Schweitzer
  Ms. Kathryn and  

  Mr. James Vonderharr
Ms. Marlys Liska 

 Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel
Ms. Suzanne McCarty 

 Ms. Georgiana Ashlin
Ms. Marian McDougal 

 Ms. Shirley Braun
Mr. Philip J. McElroy 

 Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel
Mr. Dean Madison 

 Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Janet Madison
Mrs. Gillianna Madison 

 Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Janet Madison
Mr. Paul Mans 

 Mr. Daniel Mans
Mr. Sarjit Singh Matharu 

 Bell Bank
 Ms. Dolly Philippi
Mr. Michael Meland 

 Ms. E and Mr. Kevin Amundson
 Ms. Nancy Calhoun
 Ms. Rita Domke
 Edina Class of 1956
 Ms. Tracy and Mr. Todd Langevin
 Ms. Christine Loughlin
 Ms. Carol and Mr. Clinton Odell
 Ms. Cynthia Prewitt
 Mr. R. Scott and Ms. Kim Rager
 Ms. Ann and Mr. Anthony Ragozzino
 Ms. Joan Roe
 Mr. David Ruelle
 Ms. Amy and Mr. Jeffrey Smith
 Mr. Anthony and Ms. Beth Smith
 Ms. Janet Smith
 Ms. Margaret Smith

Mr. Burt Miller 

 Mrs. Joyce and Mr. Richard Franzen
Mr. Richard  Mochinski 

 Mr. Byron and Mrs. Charlene Ellingson
Mr. Robert A. Morken II

 Mrs. Deanna Morken
Ms. Betty Nicholas 

 Ms. Judy Mausling
Mr. Merle Nordeen 

 Ms. Kathryn Norheim
Mr. Thomas Perkins 

  Mr. Gordon and  
   Mrs. Margaret Schmidt

Mr. John Powers III

 Ms. Debra Hovland
Mr. Raymond E. Seaver 

 Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel
Ms. Karen Street 

 Mr. Byron and Mrs. Charlene Ellingson
Ms. Florence Sullivan 

 Ms. Audrey Anderson Strinich
Dr. A. Bruce Sundberg 

 Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel
Mr. Charles Sylvestre 

 Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Joanne Ramsdell
Mr. Bobby Tufano 

 Mr. Manuel Madeiros
Mr. James Wedan 

 Mrs. Mary Beecher
 Mr. Gail and Mrs. Shirley Tilton
Ms. Marilyn Y. Wolford 

 Ms. Marilyn and Mr. Vernon Johnson
 Ms. Susan and Mr. Daniel Scheffler
Mr. James Wyer IV

 Mr. James and Mrs. Joan Hillis
 Mr. Frank and  
    Ms. Kathleen Jewett
 Jorma Kangas
 Mrs. Mari and Mr. Thomas Lowe, Sr.
 Mr. Enidelle Schmidt
 Mrs. Barbara Sikorski
 Mr. Frank Wyer
Mrs. Kimberly Ylitalo 

 Mr. Charles and Ms. Emily Kelley
 Orono Varsity Hockey Boosters
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Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® Founders
The founders of the Minneapolis Heart 
Institute Foundation® believed that 
investing in innovative research was 
essential to improving cardiovascular 
health in our community, and in 1982 
they pooled their resources to create 
MHIF. Today, we are grateful to these 
founders, companies and families who 
continue to support our mission by 

investing their talent and resources. 

Ms. Thelma E. Aaby*

Mr. Steve and Mrs. Beverly Aanenson

Mr. Eric and Dr. Tracy Aanenson

Mr. Vernon* and Mrs. Margaret* Aanenson

Abbott Northwestern Hospital

Mr. Mike and Mrs. Lynn Allen

Paul G. Allen Family Foundation

Allianz Life Insurance Company

Dr. Adrian and Mrs. Sally Almquist

American Anesthesiology of Minnesota

Ames Construction, Inc.

Mr. Richard and Ms. Lollie Ames

Mr. Kenneth* and Mrs. Jeanne* Anderson

Mr. Lee and Mrs. Penny Anderson Sr.

Mr. Lee “Andy” Anderson Jr.

Walter G. Anderson, Inc.

Mr. John* Andrus III and  

Mrs. Marion* Andrus

Mr. DeWalt* Ankeny Sr. and  

Mrs. Marie* Ankeny

Mr. DeWalt “Pete” Ankeny Jr. and  

Mrs. Margaret Ankeny

Mr. Phil and Mrs. Sue Ankeny

Mr. Peter and Mrs. Sally Anson

Apache Foundation

Apogee Enterprises, Inc.

Ark Foundation

Dr. Kit* and Mrs. Sumonda Arom

The Baker Foundation

Mr. Edward* and Mrs. Karen Baker

Mr. Bradley and Ms. Mary Bakken

Ms. Constance Bakken

Mr. Earl and Mrs. Doris Bakken

C.R. Bard, Inc.

The Barry Foundation

Mr. B. John Barry

Mr. Paul and Mrs. Helen Baszucki

James Ford Bell Foundation

Dr. Ford and Mrs. Amy Bell

Mrs. Ann Bentdahl and Mr. Roger Smith

Mr. Craig Bentdahl

Mr. Ray* and Mrs. Shirley Bentdahl

Berger Transfer & Storage, Inc.

Mr. Glenn* and Mrs. Patricia Bergstrom

BMO Harris Bank N.A.

Boston Scientific

Mr. Ivan* Bowen II and Mrs. Mary Bowen 

Mr. Gregg and Ms. Wendy Boysen

Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Signe Boysen

Mr. Frank and Mrs. Sylvia* Brennan

Mr. Conley* Brooks Sr. and  

Mrs. Marney* Brooks

Mr. Conley Brooks Jr. and Mrs. Carol Brooks

Mr. Colin and Ms. Minna Brooks

Mr. David Brooks

Mr. Edward and Ms. Lane Brooks

Mr. Irving* and Ms. Beverly* Brooks

Mr. Thomas* and Mrs. Janet Brosig

Dr. Charles and Mrs. Amy Burnside

Mr. Ron* and Mrs. Elaine Burton

Mr. Rodney* and Mrs. Barbara Burwell

Mr. Billy* and Mrs. Sally* Bye

Cardiac Surgeons of St. Paul

Mr. Ted* and Mrs. Katy* Carlsen

Mr. Jeffrey Carlson*

Ceridian Corp.

Mr. James Chafoulias

Mr. Lloyd Cherne*

Chestnut Cambronne Attorneys at Law

Mr. Jack and Mrs. Fay Chestnut

Mr. Brian Cohen

Mr. Chris Cohen

Mr. Mike Cohen Sr.

Mr. Miles Cohen and  

Mrs. Cheryl Durda-Cohen

Mr. Richard Cohen Jr. and  

Mrs. Diane Cohen

Mr. Sidney* and Mrs. Beverly* Cohen

Community Credit

Community Health Charities Minnesota

Mrs. Marilyn Conlon

Consulting Radiologists, Ltd.

Mr. Rodney and Mrs. Judy Cooperman

Mr. David* and Mrs. Dorothy Dalquist

Dr. James Daniel and Mrs. Judy McMahon

Col. Thomas* and Mrs. Frances* Davis
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Mr. Kenneth* and Ms. Julia Dayton

The Deikel Family Foundation

Mr. Theodore Deikel

Mr. William and Mrs. Janice Dircks

Mr. Ernie* Dorn Sr. and Mrs. Beverlee Dorn

Mr. Ernie Dorn III and Mrs. Mary Dorn

The Joseph Durda Foundation

Mr. Joseph* and Mrs. Dolores* Durda

Mr. Daniel Durda

Mr. David Durda

Rev. Peggy Durda-Knapp

Jaye F. and Betty F. Dyer Foundation

Mr. Jaye* and Mrs. Betty* Dyer

Eagan Lions Club

Dr. Frazier Eales III and Mrs. Heidi Eales

Mr. William and Mrs. JoAnne Edlefsen

Mr. Victor and Mrs. Carolyn Ellison

Dr. Robert and Mrs. Ann Emery

Ernst & Young

Mr. James and Mrs. Judy Fetterly

Fingerhut Corporation

Mr. Gary and Mrs. JoAnn Fink

First Bank National Association

Mr. Larry Hendrickson and  

Mrs. Barbara Forster

Mr. James* Fullerton III and  

Mrs. Marna Fullerton

George Family Foundation

Mr. William and Mrs. Penny George

Mr. David and Ms. Terry Gilberstadt

Mr. Kenneth and Ms. Janet Glaser

Dr. Fredarick and Mrs. Suzanne Gobel

Mr. Robert* and Mrs. Nancy Goldberger

Mr. Herbert and Mrs. Judy* Goldenberg

Dr. Irv and Mrs. Jeanne Goldenberg

Mr. Donald and Mrs. Therese Goldfus

Ms. Susan Gonsior

Ms. Holly Goodman

Mr. John Goodman*

Dr. Kevin Graham

Mr. Dale Grantman*

Mr. James Grantman*

Great River Energy

The Greater Metro Auto Dealers 

Association of MN

Groves Foundation

Mr. John Grundhofer and  

Ms. Patricia Meier

Mr. Richard* and Mrs. Margie Haag

Ms. Nancy Harris Robertson

Dr. Robert and Mrs. Sally Hauser

Hawkins, Inc.

Mr. Howard* and Mrs. Helen* Hawkins

William Randolph Hearst Foundation

Mr. John and Ms. Linda Helland

Mr. Douglas Heltne

Mr. Louis F. Hill

Hoechst Marion Rousel, Inc.

Holmes-CSM Family Foundation

Mr. Gary Holmes

Ms. Mary Holmes

Hormel Foods Corporation

Horton

Ms. Elizabeth H. Howell

Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.

Mr. Russell and Mrs. Margaret Huffer

International Dairy Queen

Mr. C. Charles Jackson*

Jacobs Management Corp.

Mr. Benjamin Jaffray and  

Mrs. Patricia* Jaffray

Mr. Nathan and Mrs. Nancy Jarvinen

Mr. Jim and Mrs. Joyce Jennings

Mr. Mike and Mrs. Cara Jennings

Mr. Joel and Dr. Elizabeth Johnson

Drs. Charles and Sally Jorgensen

Jack J. Jorgensen Charitable Trust

Dr. Lyle and Mrs. Tina Joyce

Mr. James and Mrs. Mary Jundt

Mr. Thomas Keller III and Mrs. Victoria Keller

Mr. Jerry* and Mrs. Linda Kiernan

Mrs. Janet King*

Dr. Michael and Mrs. Peggy King

Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Laura Kiser

Mr. Robert Klas Sr. and Mrs. Alexandra Klas

Mr. Robert Klas Jr. and Mrs. Linda Klas

Mr. David* and Mrs. Barbara Koch

Mr. Arthur* and Mrs. Emma Jean* Kydd

Mr. John* and Mrs. Rita Lamourex

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Donna Langer

Mr. Dan and Mrs. Joanne Lastavich

Mr. Don and Mrs. Jean Lein

Mr. Laurence and Mrs. Jean LeJeune

Drs. John and Julie Lesser

Lifetouch, Inc.

Mr. Dale and Mrs. Randy Lindquist

Dr. William and Mrs. Jo-Ann Lindsay

Dr. Terrence and Mrs. Barbara Longe

Mr. Thomas Lowe Sr. and Mrs. Mari Lowe

Mr. Donald* and Mrs. Diana Lucker

Russell T. Lund Charitable Trust

Mr. Russell T. Lund III

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Debbie Lundeen

Mr. Wallace* and Mrs. Janis* Lundeen

Lunds & Byerlys

Mr. Dan and Mrs. Cathy* Luther

Mr. David and Mrs. Anne Luther

Rudy and Shirley Luther Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation

Mr. Rudy* and Mrs. Shirley* Luther

Mr. John H.* and Mrs. Marlene Lynch

MackayMitchell

Mr. Harvey and Ms. Carol Mackay

Dr. James and Mrs. Connie Madison

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Marilyn* Madison

Ms. Rose Mallinger*

Marion Merrell Dow, Inc.

Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Gail Mathisen

Mr. Nick McElroy

Mr. Phil* and Mrs. Patti* McElroy

Mr. Todd and Ms. Trish McElroy

Mr. Robert* McGarvey Jr. and  

Mrs. Cynthia McGarvey

Mr. Burton* and Mrs. Rosalyn McGlynn

Mr. Richard McNamara*

Mr. William and Mrs. Kathleen McReavy

Mr. William McReavy Jr.

The Medtronic Foundation

Medtronic plc

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Kathryn Melody

Meritex Foundation

Midway National Bank

Dr. Simon and Mrs. Renee Milstein

Minneapolis Heart Institute

Minnesota Thoracic Associates, P.A.
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Mr. Scott and Ms. Sheila Mitchell 

Mrs. Jayne Mondello

Dr. Mike and Mrs. Jodi Mooney

Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Tracy Mooty

Mr. Charles Mooty

Mr. David and Mrs. Jeanne Mooty

John W. Mooty and Jane N. Mooty 

Foundation Trusts

Mr. John* and Mrs. Jane* Mooty

Mr. Paul and Ms. Jean Mooty

Mr. John and Mrs. Susan Morrison

Mr. Michael T. Mulligan

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Ellis Naegele

Mr. William and Mrs. Stephanie Naegele

Dr. Richard and Mrs. Kathleen Nelson

Mr. ElRoy* and Mrs. Gail Nerness

Dr. Demetre* and Mrs. Ardelle Nicoloff

Mr. Thomas* and Mrs. Mary Noble

Mrs. Pamela Nolan

Mr. Stuart Nolan

Dr. William Northrup III and  

Mrs. Joey Northrup

Old Dutch Foods, Inc.

Mr. Earl B. Olson*

Mr. Vance and Mrs. Darin Opperman

Drs. John Overton and Ann Lowry

Paper Warehouse, Inc.

Mr. Donald* and Mrs. Lucile Pearson

Dr. Wesley and Mrs. Stephanie Pedersen

Mr. Raymond Plank

Mr. Roger and Mrs. Constance Plank

Mr. Carl* Pohlad Jr. and Mrs. Eloise* Pohlad

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Rebecca Pohlad

Mr. Burke* and Mrs. Margaret* Potter

Ms. Joanne Potter

Dr. Marc Pritzker

Protective Insurance

Mr. Jerry* and Ms. Lillian Rau

Mr. Noel and Mrs. Angelina Rahn

Mr. Tom and Ms. Qian Redmond

Mr. Thomas Rempfer Sr. and  

Mrs. Sandra Rempfer

Mr. Thomas Rempfer Jr. and  

Mrs. Gayle Rempfer

James and Chris Renier Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation

Dr. James and Mrs. Christine Renier

Dr. Jonathan and Mrs. Trish Rogers

Mr. Harold Roitenberg

Mrs. Ruth Roitenberg

St. Jude Medical, Inc.

Mr. Hugh Schilling Sr. and  

Mrs. Margaret* Schilling

Schneider (USA), Inc.

Mr. Dick and Mrs. Micki Schneider

Richard M. and Sandra J. Schulze Family 

Fund of the Saint Paul Foundation

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Maureen Schulze

Mr. James and Mrs. Connie Schweigert

Mr. Raymond* and Mrs. Marie* Schweigert

Mr. David and Mrs. Sandra Sherman

Sieff Family Foundation

Mr. John and Mrs. Jane Sieff

Mr. Philip and Ms. Laurie Sieff

Sit Investment Associates Foundation

Mr. Eugene* and Mrs. Gail Sit

Mr. Rob and Mrs. Gayle* Sit

Mr. Roger and Ms. Michele Sit

Mr. Ronald Sit and Dr. Teresa Fong Sit

Ms. Mary A. Smith*

Maurice and Mitzi Spiegel Family 

Philanthropic Fund

Mr. Daniel Spiegel and Ms. Marilyn Jax

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Judith Spiegel

Mr. Jack and Mrs. Elva* Spillane

Spring Lake Park Lions Club

Mr. Gary St. Marie*

Mr. Michael and Ms. Deborah Stein

Sterling Electric

Mr. Clair* and Mrs. Gladys Strommen

Mr. Lee and Mrs. Louise Sundet

Tapemark

TCF Foundation

Mr. Bruce* and Mrs. Barbara Telander

Mr. Jon* and Mrs. Mary Thesenga

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Ms. Alyssa Tucker

Ms. Anna Tucker

Ms. Jeanne Tucker

UBS Financial Services Inc.

Ms. Ruth Usem

Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel

Varitronic Systems, Inc.

Venture Solutions

Dr. Thomas Von Rueden

Mr. John von Steinbergs

Mr. Kurt and Ms. Jacquie von Steinbergs

Wallin Foundation

Mr. Bradford and Ms. Cynthia Wallin 

Mr. Winston* and Mrs. Maxine Wallin

Mr. W. Shelley and Mrs. Virginia* Walsh

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Kathleen Wanner

Frederick O. Watson Foundation

Mr. Frederick O.* and Mrs. Beverly Watson

Mr. Douglas and Ms. Sharann Watson

Mr. Steve and Mary Watson

Mr. David Weiner*

Ms. Lucille* S. Wellington

Mr. Jacob and Dr. Allison Wert

Ms. Joselyn Wert

Mr. Sheldon* and Mrs. Marilyn Jean Wert

Mr. Dewey* and Mrs. Mary Kay White*

Mr. Roger* and Mrs. Shirley Wikner

Mr. Max* and Mrs. Helen* Winter

Mr. Mike* and Mrs. Penny Winton

Mr. Rufus and Mrs. Elizabeth Winton

Mr. Michael and Mrs. Judith Wright

Mr. Charles and Mrs. Julie Zelle

Mr. Lowell and Mrs. Norma Zitzloff

*  Noting deceased, prior to  

December 31, 2016

We made an exhaustive search of  

our records to ensure inclusion of  

all founders and involved relations. 

Please contact us if you notice an 

omission or error in this listing at 

donorrelations@mhif.org, or by  

calling 612-863-3833.
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The Minneapolis Heart Institute 

Foundation® (MHIF) Legacy Society 

consists of donors who include MHIF 

in their estate plans or have made a 

planned gift, and who have informed 

MHIF about their gift. 

Ms. Thelma* Aaby

Mr. Howard D. Anderson

Mr. Ward and Mrs. Linda Anderson

Barbara and Siah Armajani

Mr. Ray* and Mrs. Shirley Bentdahl

Ms. Gladyce Bergman*

Mr. Frank Brennan and  

Mrs. Sylvia* Brennan

Mr. C. Richard* and  

Mrs. Eleanor* Brisbois

Mr. Conley Brooks, Sr.* and  

Mrs. Marney* Brooks

Mr. Walter* Bush, Jr. and  

Mrs. Kathleen Bush

Mr. Stanford* and Mrs. Elise* Church

Ms. Ellen* Daufney

Ms. Merle* Dobbs

Ms. Edna* Downing

Mr. Gerhard* Duesterhoeft

Ms. Peggy Durda-Knapp

Mrs. Dorothy* A. Ewing

Ms. Angela Frerichs and  

Mr. Burton* Goldstein

Mr. Willard* Goltz

Mr. James* Grantman

Mr. Richard* and Mrs. Margie Haag

Ms. Lynne Hannon

Ms. M. Lenore* Hannon

Mr. Donald* and Mrs. Marilyn Henkel

Mr. Roy and Ms. Kathryn Hertenstein

Mr. Edward* and Mrs. Florence* Hesse

Mr. John and Mrs. Leslie* Hollister

Ms. Eva* Holmes

Ms. Ann* Hrdlichka

Mr. C. Charles* Jackson

Mr. Lawrence* and Mrs. Joyce* Johnson

Ms. Marylyn Louise Johnson*

Mrs. Phyllis* Johnson

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Margaret Johnson

Mrs. Viola* Johnson

Mr. Robert* and Mrs. Patricia* Kelsey

Mr. Harold* Kiecker

Mr. Jerald R.* and Mrs. Linda* Kiernan

Mr. Charles* and Mrs. Shirley* Koplen

Mrs. Charlotte* Krueger

Ms. Eleanor* D. Larson

Mr. Stuart* and Mrs. Jacqueline Lindman

Mr. Donald* and Mrs. Luella Mackdanz

Ms. Grace* Mahlberg

Ms. Rose* Mallinger

Ms. Kathryn* and Mr. Norman* McGrew

Mr. J. Donald* and Mrs. Dorothy* Meyer

Mr. Michael T. Mulligan

Mr. Donald* and Mrs. Ruth Murphy

Mr. A. Louis* and Mrs. Dorothy Neste

Mrs. Norma Neumann and  

Dr. Rolf Andreassen*

Ms. Ellen* M. Olson

Mr. Gordon* Olson

Ms. Margaret* Osterberg

Mr. Aleck* and Mrs. Carol* Ostrow

Ms. Janet* S. Paper

Mr. Donald* and Mrs. Lucile Pearson

Mr. Daniel F. Perschau

Mr. Ralph* J. Peterson

Mr. Octavio and Mrs. Jody Portu

Mr. Joshua* and Mrs. Jean* Premack

Mr. Henry* and Mrs. Joyce* Reget

Mr. Lester* and Mrs. Marion* Reinhardt

Mr. James and Mrs. Dianne Safley

Dr. Wilson M. and Mrs. Barbara C. Salter

Ms. Ilene* T. Saunders

Mr. Joseph* and Mrs. Norein* Scallon

Ms. Margaret* R. Schaefer

Ms. Alyce* Scholten

Ms. Mary* Smith

Mr. John “Jack” and Mrs. Elva* Spillane

Mr. George Stepnovitz*

Ms. Hilda* Stoetzel

Ms. Lois* Thompson

Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel

Mr. Frank* B. Wallace

Mrs. Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mr. Michael Walsh

Mr. W. Shelley* and Mrs. Virginia* Walsh

Ms. Lucille* S. Wellington

Ms. Matilda* Westerdahl

Mr. David* and Mrs. Penny Winton

*  Noting deceased, prior to  

December 31, 2016

MHIF changed the name of the Legacy 

Society to the Van Tassel Society in 2017. 

New members of the Society will be 

listed in the 2017 MHIF Annual Report.

Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® Legacy Society
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$500,000+
Mr. Roger L. and Mrs. Lynn C. Headrick

$250,000+
The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Mr. Raymond Plank
$100,000+
The Lampert Foundation
Medtronic plc
The Medtronic Foundation
Minneapolis Heart Institute®

New Ulm Medical Center Foundation
Mr. Lou Sherfesee

$50,000+ 
AcademyHealth
Allina Health
L & N Andreas Foundation
Boston Scientific Corporation
Ms. Hazel Bowen
The Ivan Bowen Family Foundation
Dr. M. Nicholas Burke and  

Mrs. Sue Slattery-Burke
Dr. Charles and Mrs. Nancy Gornick
Dr. Timothy Henry
Dr. David and Mrs. Stacey Hurrell
Siemens Medical Solutions, Inc.
Mr. Bruce* and Mrs. Ruth Stricker Dayton
Dr. Timothy and Mrs. Amy Sullivan
Dr. Chuen and Mrs. Angela Tang
Dr. Jay and Ms. Sarah Traverse

$25,000+
Abbott Northwestern Hospital Foundation
Abbott Vascular Devices
Drs. Jason Alexander and Leila Tabibian
Mrs. Wendy Bennett and Mr. Kendall Powell
BMO Harris Bank N.A.
Mr. Walter* Bush, Jr. and Mrs. Kathleen Bush
Dr. Alex Campbell
Dr. Ivan and Mrs. Gail Chavez
Dr. Matthew and Catherine Chu
Delta Dental MN
Dr. Timothy and Mrs. Teresa Dirks
Drs. Peter Eckman and Erika Olson
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Stephanie Gunderson
Dr. Kevin and Mrs. Ila Harris
Dr. William and Mrs. Stacy Katsiyiannis
Dr. Thomas Knickelbine and Mrs. Heidi Chen
Drs. Casey and Royce Lawler
Drs. John and Julie Lesser
Rudy and Shirley Luther Fund II of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Allison Miedema
An Anonymous Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Dr. Marc and Mrs. Kari Newell
Piper Jaffray Companies
Dr. Paul Sorajja
Shamrock Development, Inc./ 

James M. Stanton
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Dr. Peter and Mrs. Marcie Stokman

$10,000+
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
Amgen
AtriCure, Inc.
Dr. Richard Bae and Mrs. Lauren Kim-Bae
Mr. Frank Brennan and Mrs. Sylvia* Brennan
Carlson Caspers
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Ann Ciresi/ 

Michael V. & Ann C. Ciresi Foundation
Cleeland Family Foundation/ 

Mr. Andrew D. Cleeland
Community Health Charities
CryoLife
Edwards Lifesciences
Mr. Craig and Mrs. Paula Evanich
Dr. R. Saeid Farivar
Mr. Gregory and Ms. Jiselle Graves
Drs. Elizabeth Grey and Martin Asis
Hansen Family Foundation/ 

Ms. Sharyl and Mr. Harvey Hansen
Mr. William Hodder
Mrs. Caryn Ireland
Drs. Desmond and Podaly Jay
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Margaret Johnson
Dr. Daniel and Mrs. Martha Lips
Mr. Daniel Mans
The Marsh
Dr. David and Mrs. Diane Milbrath
Minnesota Hospital Association
Buzz and Carolyn Pierce Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Dr. Scott and Mrs. Patricia Sharkey
The James & Jane Welch Foundation

$5,000+
Dr. Susan Alpert
Alpert Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
American Anesthesiology of Minnesota
Barbara and Siah Armajani
Mr. Walter and Mrs. Jane Barry
Mrs. Shirley Bentdahl
Blackwell Burke P.A/Mr. Jerry Blackwell, Esq.
Dr. Emmanouil and Ms. Nicole Brilakis
Mr. Conley Brooks, Jr. and Mrs. Carol Brooks
Dr. Durand and Mrs. Renee Burns
Dr. John and Ms. Carla Capek
Crown Bank
Mr. Christopher Dahl and Mrs. Deborah Hopp
The Joseph Durda Foundation
Eagan Lions Club
Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Kathleen Erickson
Dr. Jeanne and Mr. Nigel Finney
Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Elizabeth Flavin
Ms. Kristine and Mr. Mark Fortman
Gilead Sciences, Inc.
The Gornick Family Foundation, a Donor Advised 

Fund of The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
Mr. Alfred Harrison and  

Mrs. Ingrid Lenz Harrison
Mr. Jerry Johnson and Ms. Tara Daily
Mr. D. William and Mrs. Mary Ellen Kaufman

Mr. William Kelly
Drs. Vibhu and Sharon Kshettry
Drs. David Lin and Kendra Kubiak
Mrs. Kathleen and Mr. Thomas Lanctot
Mr. Laurence and Mrs. Jean LeJeune
Dr. Terrence Frederick Longe M.D. and  

Mrs. Barbara Jean Longe
Nivin and Duncan MacMillan Foundation
McCarthy-Bjorklund Foundation/ 

Alexandra O. Bjorklund and  
Susan and Edwin McCarthy

Dr. Daniel and Mrs. Rani Melby
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Jodi Mooney
Jean and Dennis Neilson Charitable Fund
The Patch Foundation
Dr. Wesley and Mrs. Stephanie Pedersen
Mr. Daniel and Mrs. Linda Pelak
Dr. Tjorvi Perry and Mrs. Katrin Sigurdardottir/

The Perry Family Charitable Fund
Mr. Ralph J. Peterson*
Dr. Anil Poulose
Mr. Peter and Mrs. Heidi Quimby
Robins Kaplan L.L.P.
Mr. James and Mrs. Dianne Safley
Sanford Health
Mr. Archie C. Smith and Mrs. Tina Flint Smith
Drs. Craig and Leigh Strauss
Dr. Benjamin and Mrs. Mabel Sun
Dr. Norma Thiessen
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Betty Van Tassel
Mrs. Maureen Kucera-Walsh and  

Mr. Michael Walsh
Drs. Yale Wang and In-Zu Tuan

$2,500
Dr. Raed and Mrs. Oula Abdelhadi
Dr. Peter and Mrs. Mary Ellen Alden
Ms. Penny and Mr. Paul Anderson
The Gil and Helen Bennett Gift Fund
Mr. Craig Bentdahl
Ms. Carmen Bringgold
Dr. Andrew and Mrs. Kristen Cragg
Mr. Kenneth* and Ms. Julia Dayton
Dr. James and Mrs. Julie Furda
Charles A. Geer Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Dr. Mark Graham and Ms. Laneta Dorflinger
Mr. Peter Hafiz
Dr. Katarzyna Hryniewicz-Czeneszew and  

Mr. Sybi Czeneszew
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Cara Jennings
The Tom and Mary Gerry Lee Family Foundation 

of The Saint Paul Foundation
Stephen and Sheila Lieberman Endowment 

Fund of the American Amusement Machine 
Charitable Foundation

Mr. J. Donald* and Mrs. Dorothy* Meyer
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Orono Varsity Hockey Boosters
Dr. Luis Pagan-Carlo
Mr. David Parry
Mr. Octavio and Mrs. Jody Portu

2016 Donors Recognition
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Riebe Run
The Saint Paul Foundation
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Stephanie Samara
Mr. Herve and Mrs. Jennifer Sarteau/ 

Sarteau Family Charitable Fund
Drs. Jay Sengupta and Ria Bardhan
Ms. Karin Van Dyke
Alice and Fred Wall Family Foundation
Mr. Girma Wolde-Michael
Dr. Peter and Ms. Margaret Zimbwa

$1,000+
Mr. Toby and Ms. Therese Ahlbrecht
Allina Health Community Engagement
Mr. Brian Anderson
Dr. Judah and Ms. Latricia Askew
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Linda Barrows
Bell Bank
Dr. Mosi Bennett and  

Mrs. Vickie Gilfillian-Bennett
Mr. Daniel and Ms. Trudy Beranek
Dr. John and Mrs. Kathleen Bernhardson
Mr. Craig Boesch
Ms. Beth and Mr. Judd Brackett
Ms. Diana Brashears
Mrs. Janette and Mr. Craig Capeder
Mr. George and Mrs. Sharon Carisch
Mr. Jack and Mrs. Fay Chestnut
Mr. Jack Conway
Mrs. Joan and Mr. Ronald Cornwell
The Culp Family Foundation
Mrs. Dolores DeFore
Mrs. Jan and Mr. Earl Dick
Mr. Ernie and Mrs. Mary Dorn
Ms. Roberta Dressen
Mr. William Dunlop and Ms. JoAnne Pastel
Mr. John B. Edgerton III
Dr. Eric and Mrs. Brooke Fenstad
Mr. Gregory Freitag and Mrs. Shari Pomeroy
Fullerton Family Fund of the Minneapolis 

Foundation/Mrs. Marna Fullerton
Mr. Thomas and Ms. Sue Giguere
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Jennie Goelz
Dr. Mario and Ms. Alissa Goessl
Mr. Lawrence and Mrs. Elaine Hallfin
Lawrence and Elaine Hallfin Family Foundation 

of the Raymond James Charitable 
Endowment Fund

Mr. Stuart and Ms. Gail Hanson
Hanson Family Fund of the Bank of America 

Charitable Gift Fund/David Hanson
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Sally Hauser
Mrs. Janice and Mr. Richard* Hazen
Wil & Julie Heupel Family Fund
Ms. Bonnie Hewitt
Mr. Brian Hill
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Ann Howard
Ms. Elizabeth Howell
Mrs. Carol and Mr. William Huttner
Imagewear of Wayzata, Inc
Mr. Benjamin Jaffray
Mrs. Geraline Kelm
Mr. David and Mrs. Donna Knudtson
Dr. William and Ms. Kendra Kotonias

Mr. Rick and Mrs. Anita Leggott
Mr. Andrew Lerud
Mr. Son Mai
Marbrook Foundation
Ms. Ann McCague
Mr. Michael and Ms. Krista McMahan
Mr. James and Ms. Joan Mellor
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Lori Milbrandt
Mrs. Mildred H. Miller
Alvin E. and Mildred H. Miller Philanthropic 

Fund of the Minneapolis Jewish Federation
Matching Grant Program Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Dr. Karol Mudy
Mr. Miller Myers
Mr. James and Mrs. Lorna Nelson
Dr. Richard and Mrs. Kathleen Nelson
Mr. John and Ms. Kari Niedfeldt-Thomas
Mr. S. Bartley and Mrs. Harriet Osborn
Pierce Family Fund of the Minneapolis 

Foundation
Tad and Cindy Piper Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
The Prouty Project
Quanex Foundation
Mr. Eric Rangen
Mr. John and Ms. Judith Reiling
Mrs. Pamela and Mr. Jack Safar
Dr. Retu Saxena
Mr. Mark Saxton
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Bonnie Schwalbe
Dr. Bob and Mrs. Belle Scott
Donald F. and Virginia H. Swanson Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Charles B. Sweatt Foundation
Ms. Kham and Mr. Somnhat Thamlansy
UnitedHealth Group
Mr. Arthur Waldon
Mr. Charles Zaugg

$500+
Mrs. Annette Anderson/Mr. Lowell* and Mrs. 

Annette Anderson relatives and friends
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Kerry Bader
Berg Family Charitable Fund
Brooks Resources Corporation
Mr. A. Oscar and Mrs. Valerie Carlson
Mr. Brendan and Ms. Miaja Cassidy
Ms. Shelli Chase
Cobden Roughneck Riders ATV Club
Mr. James and Mrs. Carol Cote
Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Dianne Damer
Mr. Gary Domann
Mr. Daniel Dulas and Ms. Cheryl Hirata-Dulas
Ms. Sara and Mr. Sean Fabian
Dr. Mohammad Farivar
Ms. Susan Funk and Mr. Wood Kidner
Mr. Arlin and Mrs. Paula Green
Mr. Edward Hamm
Dr. Kelly and Mr. Shan Han
Mr. Jeffrey and Ms. Lisa Harmening
Mr. Eugene and Mrs. Janet Hayes
Mr. Jason and Ms. Cindy Hepfler
Ms. Elaine and Dr. Yiannis Kaznessis

Mr. Charles and Ms. Emily Kelley
Mr. Donald Kinter
Mr. Owen and Mrs. Elizabeth Kornkven
Mrs. Susan and Mr. Mark Lacek
Mr. Christopher Langford
Mr. Stephen Lillyblad
Mr. Grant and Ms. Phyllis Lovelle
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Ellen Lundsten
Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Janet Madison
Mr. Donald McCourtney
Ms. Karen and Mr. Chas Meyer
Ms. Laura and Mr. Jason Moffett
Mr. Donal and Ms. Diane Mulligan
Ms. Myra Nagel
Mr. Norman and Mrs. Ann Newell
Ms. Sandy and Mr. Patrick Oberembt
Ms. Mary O’Grady and Mr. Shawn O’Grady
Mr. William and Mrs. Mary Parpart
Ms. Dolly Philippi
Mr. Henry Plain
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Maureen Proebstle
Mr. Walter Rasula
Mr. Neil and Ms. Stephanie Riley
Roycraft Foundation/Mrs. Jeanne E. Corwin
Michael and Anne Ryan
Mrs. Sally Sawyer
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Jane Schosberg
Ms. Kristen Skelton
Mr. Roy and Mrs. Christine Smalley
Mr. Gordon and Mrs. Dolores Sprenger
Sternberg Family Fund/Ms. Jane Sternberg
Mr. Timothy C. Sullivan
Ms. Neely Tamminga
Ms. Rebecca Thompson and Family
Thomson Reuters
Mr. Lynn and Mrs. Carol Truesdell
Mr. Michael and Ms. Paula Ujhelyi
Mrs. Page and Mr. Lyman Webb
Dr. Lowell Sr. and Mrs. Nancy Weil
Ms. Samantha Wills
Ms. Cindy and Mr. Gary Winters
Mr. Rufus and Mrs. Elizabeth Winton
Mr. Frank Wyer

*  Noting deceased, prior to  
December 31, 2016

We wish to give special recognition to  
The Joseph Durda Foundation for their 
commitment to our mission. Joseph Durda 
was an early supporter of MHIF along with 
Raymond Plank, Paul Giel, Dr. Van Tassel and 
many others, and passed away in 1990. Today, 
Joseph’s family continues his legacy of giving to 
cardiovascular research and education through 
gifts from The Joseph Durda Foundation. We 
are grateful for their long-standing, generous 
support for nearly 30 years.
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Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation® Physicians and Board of Directors

Raed H. Abdelhadi, MD 

Peter B. Alden, MD 

Jason Q. Alexander, MD 

Said Alsidawi, MD

Judah Askew, MD 

Richard Y. Bae, MD 

Mosi K. Bennett, MD 

John Bernhardson, MD 

Emmanouil Brilakis, MD

M. Nicholas Burke, MD 

Durand E. Burns, MD 

Barry Cabuay, MD 

Domenico Calcaterra, MD 

Alex R. Campbell, MD

Ivan Chavez, MD 

Matthew Chu, MD 
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Message from the Chairman
Over the last year, I have seen clear evidence of the ongoing revitalization of 
the actions and outcomes from the team at the Minneapolis Heart Institute 
Foundation® (MHIF). The efforts to improve the cardiovascular health of 
individuals and communities through MHIF’s innovative research and 
education are making an impact that will benefit today’s patients as well  
as future generations.

I am proud to serve as Chairman of the Board for an organization that pursues 
such a breadth of research. With over 200 active studies annually, progress is 
being made in all areas of the cardiovascular system; from tiny pacemakers 
to Big Data, from repairing and replacing faulty heart valves to reducing the 
potential for stroke from carotid disease, from assessing the risk of a specific 
patient to monitoring an entire town’s cardiovascular risks, from stemming the 
tide of heart failure progression to stem cell research in damaged heart muscle, 
MHIF is advancing the knowledge needed to prevent and treat cardiovascular 
disease. And, the most notable studies done through MHIF come from the 
insightful questions raised by the physicians at Minneapolis Heart Institute® 
who care for patients every day. Their passion leads them to pursue research 
that answers important clinical questions, resulting in treatment protocols that 
can define the optimal care pathway for patients. The partnership between 
MHIF and MHI® is essential to the Foundation’s mission, and in my opinion, 
that partnership has never been stronger.

MHIF leadership under CEO Kristine Fortman and Chief Medical Officer Scott 
Sharkey, is accelerating the great work of this organization, which is a jewel in 
the Twin Cities area. The community benefits from this great organization as 
patients have access to world-class medical treatment as well as the hope that 
comes from innovative treatment options available because of MHIF research. 

I see the energy and renewed enthusiasm in many of the accomplishments 
over the last year, and I see a healthy long-term potential that will strengthen 
the MHIF impact on a local, national and global scale. I want to express my 
gratitude to those who contributed financially to support the MHIF mission 
in 2016. The accomplishments of this organization would not be possible 
without your help.

Thomas J. Gunderson
Chair, Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation Board of Directors

Thomas J. Gunderson
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2016 Statement of Operations

REVENUE    
   Funds with Time or 
 Percent Operating Purpose Restrictions Endowments Total

n Contributions 24% $2,317,270 $2,113,810 $(155,621) $4,275,459

n Grants 4% 346,087 447,349 — 793,436

n Sublicense Revenue 9% 851,422  —   —    851,422 

n Research Study Revenues 34% 3,211,984 1,948  —   3,213,932 

     Investment Gain 0%  184  227,872  1,065,311  1,293,367

n Net Assets Released from Restrictions 15% 1,412,125 (1,412,125) — — 

n Net Assets Released – Endowment Earnings 9% 861,799 (135,864) (725,935)   —   

n Other Revenue 5% 506,397 (257,351) —-    249,046

Total Support and Revenues  $9,507,268 $985,639 $183,755 $10,676,662

  

EXPENSES    

PROGRAM SERVICES     

n Education 13% $1,279,584 —    —    $1,279,584

n Research 51% 4,968,611  —    —    4,968,611

Total Program Services  $6,248,195  —    —    $6,248,195

     

SUPPORTING SERVICES     

n Administration 26% 2,483,678 —    —    2,483,678

n Fundraising 10% 969,741  —   —   969,741

Total Supporting Services  3,453,419 —   —    3,453,419

Total Expenses  9,701,614  —    —    9,701,614

Change in Net Assets  $(194,346) $985,639 $183,755 $975,048

OPERATING REVENUE

n Contributions

n Grants

n Sublicense Revenue

n Research Study Revenues

 Net Assets Released – 
Endowment Earnings n

n Other Revenue

n Education

n Research

Administration n

n Fundraising

 Net Assets Released 
from Restrictions n

 OPERATING EXPENSE



ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents $1,288,583

Investments 20,803,166

Contributions Receivable 1,660,416

Pledges Receivable (net) 1,380,691

Other Receivables (net) 1,505,698

Other Assets 58,649

Fixed Assets (net) 113,390

Total Assets  $26,810,593

 
LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable $306,831

Accrued Payroll Costs 494,387

Accrued Pension  369,262

Other Accrued Expenses 312,714

Deferred Rent 84,055

Deferred Revenue  36,125

Total Liabilities  $1,603,374

 

NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted $4,859,333

Temporarily Restricted 7,284,121

Permanently Restricted 13,063,765

Total Net Assets 25,207,219

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $26,810,593

2016 Balance Sheet

The Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation is a 
proud member of Community Health Charities 
Minnesota, an alliance of 40 leading nonprofit 
health research and service organizations working 
to improve lives affected by chronic illness by 
investing in health research, services and education.
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